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SO HOW DO YOU CHOOSE THE RIGHT
PHOTOGRAPHER FOR YOUR WEDDING?
Choosing a wedding photographer is a daunting task not least because of the
sheer number to choose from.
I shoot weddings regularly. I also talk to married couples, whenever I can, to
discover their wedding day photography experiences. This has enabled me to
gain a good understanding of what can go wrong, so I can ensure I don't make
the same mistakes as well as advise couples what they need to consider.
This short document explains what you need to consider when choosing a
photographer and how to avoid ending up with wedding day photography
regrets.
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHER OR A PHOTOGRAPHER?
Although not a question that you may have considered, it is one of the key things you need
to decide at the very outset because there is a real difference between the two.
The Wedding Photographer

A ‘wedding photographer’ will have a more traditional formal style with significant
‘posed’ elements. More often than not they will work exclusively on weddings and
have evolved a highly skilled formula for photographing the big day.
Their aim will be to produce a collection of technically outstanding photos centred
around the bride and groom which create the romantic and dream fantasy elements
of the day.They will be very visible and direct many of the shots they want.
The Photographer

A ‘photographer’ wedding photographer will not work exclusively on weddings and is
likely to have a strong documentary/reportage style both in their commercial and own
personal projects.
They are storytellers who will be aiming to tell the story of the whole day
concentrating not just on the bride and groom but everyone and everything. They
will of course also take more formal line ups photos if required but these shots will
not be their main focus. They will be much less visible and direct very little as they
will want to capture the day as naturally as possible.
Whilst of course ‘wedding photographers’ can take candid shot and ‘photographers’ can
take formal shots, the styles are fundamentally very different and very few photographers
will be masters of both.
Where a photographer sits on the ‘wedding photographer’ to ‘photographer’ scale will be
very apparent from looking at their website, their portfolio and their experience.
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HOW MUCH SHOULD WE EXPECT TO
PAY FOR A PHOTOGRAPHER?
This question is tough to answer as prices quoted by different photographers, even for the
same job, can vary by quite a wide margin. Anything from £300 to £3000! But you should
be expecting to pay at very least £500 for a full day and higher for a more experienced
photographer.
However to help you get an idea you should first ask the yourselves how important are the
wedding photographs to you? And then try to imagine how important they will be to
you after the wedding as you may feel differently after the event. The key question is
always how much would it matter if you ended up with no photos at all!
Once you get a feel for the answers to these questions, you can then work out what
percentage of the wedding budget you want to put to the photographs (see The Common
Post Wedding Photography regrets below).
One key factor that influences price is whether the photographer is full or part time. In
recent years the market has been flooded by part time ‘weekend’ wedding photographers
who of course can charge significantly less than their professional counterparts but tend to
be less experinced. A good question to ask is ‘how many cameras will they be bringing to
the wedding?’. The answer should be at very least two professional level cameras. Any
less and they are risking disaster if their single camera fails!
Also at the top end of the market you can pay for extras such as a second photographer
and viewing the images on a big screen during the day.
Terms for paying the photographer are typically 50% on booking and 50% within 2 weeks
of the wedding.
And a good thing to remember is photography is no different from anything else you might
ever purchase - you tend to get what you pay for!
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HOW IMPORTANT IS THE PERSONALITY
OF THE PHOTOGRAPHER?
The answer to this question is simple - it couldn't be more important!
The photographer will be with you and your guests for many hours. They need to fit in
seamlessly and have a personality that engages perfectly with everyone. Of course their
skill as a photographer is incredibly important but if you and your guests don't feel totally at
ease with them, the photographs will reflect this.
In fact, one good test to use is to imagine you know them from elsewhere and ask
yourselves ‘would I invite them to the wedding as a guest?’ This will give you a very good
pointer to the answer to this question..

HOW LONG SHOULD YOU HAVE THE
PHOTOGRAPHER FOR?
The best answer to this is for as long as you possibly can afford (see The Common Post
Wedding Photography regrets below).
Having the photographer for the full day means they will be with you from the morning
during preparations, getting ready etc, the wedding and reception and right through until
the evening. If you don’t want them for this long you can choose to have the photographer
for just parts of the day for less money although pro rata this doesn’t always work out the
most cost effective option.
Two things to note. Firstly, the best photographers tend to do only the full days. And
secondly, many photographers count a full day as ‘from morning until the first dance’ but
many of the best pictures at a wedding will be taken after the first dance! Also be aware
that the eveing part of the day, with low lights and lots of movement, is the time when
iPhones and 'amateur' cameras struggle to take good pictures.
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WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT
AFTER THE WEDDING?
Most photographers will supply the processed full resolution images within two weeks of
the wedding. As we are in the digital photography age, these will mostly likely be by
download although can also be on memory stick or DVD.
Some photographers will offer the opportunity to view the ‘rough’ images to choose the
ones you want although because the total number taken will be in the hundreds, it can
prove a little overwhelming. And as the final number provided by the photographer will be
at least 300, it is highly likely that all the ones you want will be included anyway.
In the days of film, it was fairly standard to provide a wedding album but in the digital age
couples often choose to create their own wedding album as this is now a fairly low cost
option. However, the option for the photographer to create the album will be available
should you require.
Finally, one final service provided by some photographers is the ability for your guests to
view the images online and buy prints if they wish.
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AND FINALLY......THE MOST COMMON
POST WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY REGRETS
After talking to many married couples I have compliled a list of the most often regrets about
photography after the big day.
We wish we’d had spent more on the photographer / had them for longer / there are
parts of the day not covered.
In the run up to the wedding, with all the pressure of paying for the venue, food, dress
etc the photographer is an obvious place to cut costs. But the other side of this is that
after the big day you are left with two things, memories and photographs so putting
aside the budget to get the photographer who will produce the shots you will be really
happy with is a key consideration.
We wish we’d had more candid/fly on the wall pictures.
This one is very common both for recently married couples and those from the decades
when documentary wedding photography wasn’t available.
And one very interesting piece of feedback I often get is that in the months after the
wedding, the formal posed pictures are the ones that couples really loved but as time
passes those became less interesting and the ones that they really come to treasure are
the behind the scenes/candid ones.
Another thing to bear in mind is that as the couple you will only witness a small part of
what happens on your wedding day. The majority of guests interacting and behind the
scenes ‘happenings’ will occur away from your gaze and the photos will be the only
way you will ever the complete day.
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The photographer’s style wasn’t really what we were expecting.
Make sure you do your research! Does the photographer have a very distinctive style
that matches your own preferences? Or do they have a more generic style that is not
‘their own’ and is inconsistent. Experience and a clear style is everything.

The photographer didn’t really fit in.
As covered above, only choose a photographer that you would invite to the wedding as
a guest!

We decided not to use a professional photographer because…
...there will be enough people at the wedding with cameras, so we are bound to end up
with some nice photos.
...we have a family member/friend with an expensive camera, and they offered to do it.
...we didn’t think photographs were important to us.
Proceed with caution if you choose any of these options as there is a real danger that
you will end up with regrets, disappointment and in the case of the second one,
embarrassment and sometimes lasting awkwardness.
Final words....
Hope you have found this useful - if you have any further questions or you would like to
discuss my approach to weddings please don't hesitate to get in touch.
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number of social photography projects and has had two solo exhibitions of
his work.

